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VISITATION AND DISCUSSION REPORT 

Tenured Faculty Member Visited: _______Lisa Lane___________________________________ 

Date(s) of Visitation: __November 4, 2010_________________________________________ 

Course(s) or Activity(ies) Visited: _History 111, #2027____________________________ 

PRC Member/Title __Christopher Sleeper, Professor of History_____________________ 

Write a summary of the visitation and discussion addressing your observations relevant to the 
Criteria for Evaluating Tenured Faculty. (Note: You have limited room below to type. If you need 
additional space, please attach comments on a separate page.) 
 
The classroom activity I observed examined the post-war and cold war periods of United States 
history.   Students examined both secondary and primary sources and Lisa provides a very good 
summarizing lecture replete with pictures, links to other websites, movies and sound.  Students 
experience an enormous spectrum of learning resources and I found all the materials accurate, 
well-ordered and thoughtfully presented.  There is something in this learning unit for everyone.   
(More on this later.)  Professor Lane’s Cold war chronology was particularly well explained and 
presented.  Popular culture runs through most of the weekly learning units and this learning unit 
contained representative media of the period including snippets from “Invasion of the Body 
Snatchers,” be-bop jazz and torch songs.  Students will find the end of each learning unit a 
pleasant learning experience after working through ‘heavier’ topics dealing with the cold war 
and McCarthyism.   
 
Professor Lane provides numerous self-evaluative check-points throughout the learning unit.  
Critical thinking questions follow each primary source and the interactive lecture provides 
opportunities to review and encourages active reading from students.  Students may review with 
a preparatory quiz before attempting a quiz worth ten percent of the grade.  On the main page, 
students can participate in chats with their instructor or with each other, ask questions and access 
course information.  Lisa even has hyperlinks to Google’s apps allowing students to sync this 
class with their Google calendar to help keep themselves organized.   With all deadlines and 
work requirements clearly listed and explained, students have been provided every tool and 
resource for their potential success.   
 
One of the most intellectually and visually stimulating areas is the course’s weekly discussion 
forum.  In this learning arena, Lisa Lane uses constructivist learning pedagogy to encourage 
historical discovery, discourse and historical skill development.  Students are required to 
investigate a primary source and annotate it.  To complete the requirements of the forum, 
students are required to provide an interpretative thesis, a counter thesis and supporting evidence 
for both.  This was a creative and interesting learning opportunity that stresses critical and 
analytical thinking and writing.  Reading through numerous posts, it is abundantly obvious that 
this is a purposeful learning environment that is very creative and especially effective.   
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